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UNIT–I

PROSE

WALTERBENJAMIN–UNPACKINGMYLIBRARY:ATALKABOUTBOOK

COLLECTING

SUMMARYANDANALYSIS:

WalterBenjaminwasborninGermanyin1892.Hewasknownasa‘manofletters’.

HavingbeeneducatedinSwitzerlandhehadashortcareerintheleaduptotheSecondWorld

War,whichsawhimcarveanicheasaliterarycritic.Inthe1930sheturnedtoMarxism,partly

duetotheinfluenceofBertoltBrechtandpartlyduetotheriseofextremeright-wingpoliticsin

Europe.HespentmuchofhisprofessionallifeinParis.Benjamindiedin1940having

committedsuicideattheFrench-SpanishborderwhileattemptingtoescapetheNazis.

Theauthorseekstodescribebookcollectorsandthemeansbywhichtheyacquiretheir

collections.Hetakesaseriouslookattheactofcollectingbooksandtherelationshipbetween

thecollectorandhisorherpossessions.Theinspirationforthisessaywastheactofunpacking

hislibraryafteritstwo-yearstorage.Benjaminallotsthemajorpartoftheessaydescribingthe

variousmeansofacquiringbooksandretellingstoriesofsomeofthebookswithinhislibrary.It

givesanoverviewoftheinterdisciplinaryfieldofthehistoryofthebook,historyofreadingand

thematerialityoftexts,amongothertopicsandmethodologies.Thearticlethenconsiders

applicationsofthisfieldtotheliteratureclassroom.

Benjaminsetsthescenenotbydescribingorderlyrowsofbooksusuallyassociatedwith
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librariesbutbytalkingaboutthedisarrayofstorage.Hisimageryhelpssetthemoodandcan

inspireasenseofanticipationofrediscoveringeachobjectandeachbook.Benjaminstatesthat

thereisaspringtideofmemorieswhichsurgestowardanycollectorashecontemplateshis

possessions.Heelaborateshisproposalsalittlesayingeverypassionbordersonthechaotic.But

thecollector’spassionbordersonchaosofmemories.Theanticipationofunpackinghislibrary

isnotonlycausedbybeingreunitedbytheactualbooksbutalsobybeingabletorelievethe

experiencesassociatedwitheachbook.

Itisalittleironicthatthebookorobjectisnottheultimatepleasureofcollectingbutit

alsoincorporatesthethrillofacquisitionandthehistoryattheobject.Everythingremembered

andthoughteverythingconscious,becomesthepedestal,theframe,thebase,thelockofhis

property.Theperiod,theregion,thecraftsmanship,theformerownership-foratruecollector

thewholebackgroundofanitemaddsuptoamagicencyclopediawhosequintessenceisthefate

ofhisobject.Thesethingsovershadowthefunctional,utilitarianaspectoftheobject.Thisis

emphasizedwhenBenjaminsuggeststhatmostbooksinalibraryarenotactuallyreadbythe

owner.

Oneofthemostimportantaspectsoftherelationshipbetweenthecollectorandhis

objectsisthatactofacquisition.Benjamintakesthemajorityoftheessaydescribingthevarious

meansofacquiringbooksandretellingstoriesofsomeofthebookswithinhislibrary.Another

ofthefreemethodsofaddingbookstoone'scollection’andthemostcommonisbyborrowing

themandnotreturningthem.Benjaminsuggeststhatitisaconsciousactforthehabitual
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collector.Auctionscanallowcollectorstogetcarriedawaywithwinningthebid.Thelastmeans

ofacquiringbooksisthroughinheritance.Thisisthesoundestwaybecauseacollector'sattitude

towardshispossessionsstemsfromanowner'sfeelingofresponsibilitytowardhisproperty.

Benjaminreturnstothememoriesincitedbytheobjectstalkingabouthowhislibrary

conjuresmemoriesofwherethesebookshadbeenhoused.Severalthousandvolumesarepiled

aroundhim.Hereassertsthatitistherelationshipofthecollectortohisorherobjectsthatis

importanttothecollectionbecausethephenomenonofcollectinglosesitsmeaningasitlosesits

personalowners.Noonewillbeabletoorderacollectionwiththesameunderstandingthatthe

originalownerdid.Collectionscantell,forthecollector,notonlythehistoricalstoryofthe

objectitselfbutalsothestoryofthecollector.Ownershipisthemostintimaterelationshipthat

onecanhavetoobjects.Notthattheycomealiveinhim.Itishewholivesinthem.

MICHELDEMONTAIGNE–OFFRIENDSHIP

SUMMARYANDANALYSIS:

MichelEyquemdeMontaignewasborninFranceon28February1533.Hewasoneof

themostinfluentialwritersoftheFrenchRenaissance.HisEssais(Essays)establishedanew

literaryform.Heisknownforpopularizingtheessayasaliterarygenre.Hebecamefamousfor

hiseffortlessabilitytomergeseriousintellectualspeculationwithcasualanecdotesand

autobiography-andhismassivevolumeEssais(translatedliterallyas“Attempts”)containssome

of-themostwidelyinfluentialessayseverwritten.HediedonSeptember23,1592.

Theessayexploresthedifferencebetweenordinarycompanionsandtruefriends.It



GOVERNMENTARTSANDSCIENCECOLLEGE,KOVILPATTI–628502

PGDEPARTMENTOFENGLISH

STUDYMATERIALFORIIIB.AENGLISH

WORLDLITERATUREINTRANSLATION

SEMESTER–V,ACADEMICYEAR2020-21

5

discussesthedifferencesbetween friendsand acquaintances.Montaignemeasuresall

relationshipsinthisessayusingthefriendshipofhisveryclosefriend,EstiennedelaBoetie,as

thestandard.

MicheldeMontaigneisregardedasthefatheroftheessay.Anessay,inMontaigne’s

conception,isatrial,atest-driveofanidea,athrowingofnoodlesagainstthewall.Montaigne

positsfriendshipaspossiblythehighesthumangood,aspiritualendeavour.“Friendship,”he

says,“isenjoyed...proportionallyasitisdesired;andonlygrowsup,isnourishedandimproved

byenjoyment,asbeingitselfspiritual,andthesoulgrowingstillmorerefinedbypractice.”

Friendshipistranscendent:offamilyrelationships,socialduties,andcustoms.

LosingaclosefriendearlyinlifemakesfriendshipatopicthatMontaignetakesvery

seriously.HisownclosefriendshipwithamannamedEtienneBoetieisthestandardheusesfor

measuringallrelationships.Montaignegoesthroughseveraltypesinordertoshowwhatreal

friendshipisnot.Aparentandchildcannotexperiencerealfriendship.AccordingtoMontaigne

realfriendshipcannotexistbetweenthembecauseoftheirtoogreatinequality.Montaignesays

thatfatherandsonmaybeofentirelydifferentdispositionsandbrothersalso.Moralphilosophy

isbeingperformedaroundarealfriendship.Montaigneusestoexpressphilosophicalpositions.

Thequestionisthatofpersonalidentityandthefusionofthefriends'identitiesinperfect

friendship.Thefriendasasingularpersonisanimportantissueinthephilosophyoffriendship

duringMontaigne'stime.Commonfriendshipswilladmitofdivision.

Aristotlepositsthreetypesoffriendshipnamelyfriendshipsofpleasure,friendshipsof
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utilityandfriendshipsofvirtue.Montaigneisinterestedinthelattertype.Montaignesaysthat

truefriendshipisonlypossibleincertaincontexts;ForMontaigne,friendshipisaspiritual

practicerootedindivulgenceandsharing.OrdinaryfriendshipsbyMontaigne’sdefinitionare

mereacquaintanceshipsandfamiliarities,formedbysomechanceorconvenience.

Montaignebelievesthatwomenarenotcapableofsustainingthekindoffriendshiphe

hasinmind.Thatisbluntandmaybewomenhaveadifferentview.Montaignesaysthatinlove

thereisnothingbutafranticdesireandfriendshipwoulddestroytheattraction.Montaigneis

emphaticallynotopposedtothiskindofattraction.Heappreciatesabeautifulwomanaswellas

sexandopenlystatesthatheprefersforthebed,beautybeforegoodness.Anysexualrelationship

cancelsoutthepossibilityoftruefriendship.AccordingtoMontaigne'sreckoningsexualdesire

isaburningflame.Friendshipisawarmglow.

Montaigneformulateshisfeelingoffriendshipinwaysthatessentiallyanticipatea

privatesublimeofhumanaffectionforanother.Andcomfortoursensethatthereare,and

perhapsshouldbe,someareasofhumanemotionalinteractionthatresistrationalexplanation.

Thisprivatesublimeofaffectionrunscountertotheclassicalphilosophicalaccountoffriendship.

TheessenceoftruefriendshipforMontaigneisthatinitspresencethesoulgrowsrefined.

Divisionsoftaste,experienceandambitionarecapableofcomplicatingnotonlyMontaigne's

perceptionofsoulrefinementbutthatoffriendshipitself.

UNIT–II
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POETRY

KAHLILGIBRAN–YOURCHILDRENARENOTYOURCHILDREN(1923)

SUMMARYANDANALYSIS:

KahlilGibranwasbornonJanuary6,1883.HewasaLebaneseauthor,philosopher,

illustrator,journalist,poetandartist.Hispoetryisnotableforitsuseofformallanguageand

insightsontopicsoflifeusingspiritualterms.Gibran'sworkswereespeciallyinfluentialinthe

Americanpopularculturein1960s.HeimmigratedtoBoston,USAin1895.Hestudiedartin

Boston,andFrenchandArabicinLebanon.Thespelling“KahlilGibran”istheresultofa

suggestionbyhisEnglishteacherthatheAnglicizedhisnametomakeitmoreacceptablein

society.HediedinNewYorkCityonApril10,1931.

Thispoemisareviewoftheusualexpectationsofparentsabouttheirchildren.Itguides

theparentsontheessenceofparentingwithlovemuchagainsttheroutineexpectations.The

poemstressestheimportanceofchildren’sindividualviewsandindependentideologiesnot

influencedbytheirparents.

KahlilGibranisaLebanese-Americanpoetwhobringsouthighphilosophyoflifeinhis

simpleandbeautifulpoeticessays.His“OnChildren”isacritiqueoftheusualexpectationsof

parentsabouttheirchildren.Throughthispoemheofferstoguideparentsontheessenceof

parentingwithlovemuchagainstthemundaneexpectations.Inthispoem,amotherapproaches

theProphettoknowabouthisperspectivesonchildren.Hecapturestheattentioninhisshocking

declaration,“Yourchildrenarenotyourchildren”.HebeautifullybringsuptheconceptofLife’s
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creationsanditsaspirations.Contrarytotheacceptednotionofparentsmakingclaims,the

prophetsaysthattheyarejustbiologicalmeansandthechildrendonotbelongtothem.Children

livewiththeirparentsbuttheydonotbelongtothem.Parentsmaygivetheirlovetochildrenand

theyshouldneverforcetheirideasonchildren.Childrenhavetheirownideasandidentity.The

Prophetsaysthatparentshaveabiologicalbondwiththechildrennow.However,soulsofthe

childrenlieinfuturewhichcannotbereachedbyparents.

So,theadviceheretoparentsistheyshallnotpressurizechildrenwiththeirthoughts.

Parentsaresuggestedrathertofollowthewaysofchildrenthantryingtochangechildrentobe

likethem.TheProphetsaysthatthisisbecauseLifekeepsmovingforwardandneverretracts.

Hefurthersubstantiateshisphilosophybymakingmetaphoricalreferences.Parentsare

comparedtobowsandchildrenarecomparedtoarrows.Thearcher,Godhimselfsets.

HiseyesonthetargetwhichisinfiniteandsendsHisarrowsswiftandfarbybendingthe

bowwithHismight.Parentsshouldtakedelightinthisactofbendingthatinvolvesgreatstrain.

TheProphetstrikesaperfectconclusionbyreferringtotheLawofcreationwhereGodloves

boththebowandthearrowastheycomplementeachotheronLife’sinfinitejourney.Kahlil

Gibranstressesheretheimportanceofchildren’sindividualviewsandindependentideologies

notinfluencedbytheirparents.

JOHANNWOLFGANGVONGOETHE–THEREUNION(1902)

SUMMARYANDANALYSIS:

JohannWolfgangvonGoethewasborninFrankfurt,Germany,on28August1749.He
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wasaGermanwriterandstatesman.Hisworksincludenovels,epicandlyricpoetry,proseand

versedramas,memoirs,anautobiography,literaryandaestheticcriticism,andtreatisesonbotany,

anatomy,andcolour.Further,therearenumerousliteraryandscientificfragments,morethan

10,000letters,andabout3,000drawingsbyhim.Hediedon22March1832.Thepoet

philosophicallypresentshowdeartheAlmightyGodistohim.Heexclaimsonthesuperpowers

ofAlmightyanddescribesthebeautyandglowspreadontheEarth.Heconcludesthepoem

addingdifferentperspectivetoGod’screativity.

“TheReunion”isoneofthebestpoemsofthegreatGermanpoetGoethewhocreateda

bodyofpoetrythatisunsurpassedinlucidityofspeechandimageryandininstinctformelody

andrhythm.Heisthefounderofthepoetryofexperienceandhereintroducedintimacytothe

publicworld,andhispoemshadsomethingtooffereveryperson.

Thethemeofthispoem“TheReunion”,Goethespeaksaboutthemarvelouscreative

facultyofGod,theHeavenlyFatherofallofus.Italsotellsusaboutthetwocreationsmadeby

God.ThesecondcreationhelpsmantobereunitedwithhisHeavenlyFather.Thesecond

creationisthemarvelousmercyofGodtomanhisbelovedchild,givinghimtheamazinggiftof

God’screativefacultytoMan,sothatmancancontinuethenobleworkofGod’screative

activitywhichgivesmanbothpainandjoyofcreation!

ThenarratorcallsGodas‘thestarofstars’andhewantstopresstheHeavenlyFatherto

hisheartagain.InthebeginningGodhadkeptallhisbelovedchildren,thefaunaandflora,the

twinklingstars,themoonandthesunandeverycreaturetohiseternalbreastbecauseHeloved



GOVERNMENTARTSANDSCIENCECOLLEGE,KOVILPATTI–628502

PGDEPARTMENTOFENGLISH

STUDYMATERIALFORIIIB.AENGLISH

WORLDLITERATUREINTRANSLATION

SEMESTER–V,ACADEMICYEAR2020-21

10

HischildrenmorethanHimself.

Thenheordaineditshourofbirth.Itwasamomentousdecision.Thetimeofcreation!

LetHisbelovedchildrencomeoutHislovingbreastandgroweternallyenjoyingtheirFather’s

creativefaculty.Godspokethesentence“Become”.“AndtheAllwithmightthroesburstinto

reality”.Theearthwasenvelopedinstarkdark.OnhearingthevoiceofGod,darkdisappeared

andthedawnappearedanditskindnesssoonmadeknown.EverychildofGodcomesoutofHis

lovingbreastandtheuniverseaboundsintwinklingstars,planets,trees,bushes,valleys,hillsand

greencarpetedmeadows,allcreaturesappearedeverywhere,animals,andbirds,humanbeings,

flowersofvariouscoloursandfruitsandbushes,rivers,brooks,andoceansformedattheright

placeobedientlywithloveandmercyflowedfromthebreastofHeavenlyFather,thegreat

architectoftheuniverse.

AllthechildrenofGodwentoutofhimwithgreatpainandsorrow.Departureisalways

painful,butatthesametimeallHiscreationsenjoytheblissandloveofnewbirth!Everywhere

unboundedlife,allstarsandplanetsmovehummingdivinemusicattheirfixedorbits.The

beautyofcreationisemergedoutofpainofseparation.

TheReunionofGodandManiscompletedwithGod’ssecondcommand“Become.”This

marvelousreunionisthelovinggiftofGodtoman,hischildren.Thusmanbeganthenoblework

ofGod,makingresearchesineveryfieldoflifeprobinghowandwhytheuniverseiscreated.

Scienceandtechnologybegantobedeveloped.Art,literature,musicbegantogrow.Greatepic

poemshavebeencreated.Communication,transportation,Railways,Aeroplane,Computers
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cameintobeing.ThebeautyandrhythmofGod’screationflowsonthroughMan,enjoyingthe

blissofcreativefaculty.

PABLONERUDA–IFYOUFORGETME(1952)

SUMMARYANDANALYSIS:

PabloNerudawasbornNeftaliRicardoReyesBasoaltoinChileonJuly12,1904.Heis

saidtobethegreatestpoetofhislifetimewhowroteinSpanish.Nerudastartedwritingaround

theageoften.HethenbecameanimportantChileanpoet.In1943,hewaselectedtotheSenate

andbecamepartoftheCommunistParty.CommunismwasoutlawedinChilein1948,anda

warrantwasissuedforNeruda’sarrest.Becauseofthis,helosthisSenateseatandhadtoflee

fromtheauthorities.Despitehavingtohide,Nerudacontinuedwritingduringthistime.In1952

hereturnedtoChilebecausetherewasnolongerathreatofbeingarrested.Nerudareceived

variousawardsduringhislifetime.SomeareInternationalPeacePrize(1950),LeninPeacePrize

(1953),StalinPeacePrize(1953),andNobelPrizeforLiterature(1971).Hediedofleukemiain

Santiago,ChileonSeptember23,1973.

PabloNerudawrotethispoemwhenhewasinexilefromChile.Atthattimehehadan

affairwithawomanMatildeUrrutia.ThepoemmightbewrittenwithMatildeinhismind.The

poemdepictsthelongevityoflovewhencaredforwithoutignorance.Othercriticsbelievethis

poemwaswrittennottohislover,buttohishomelandChile,warninghernottoforgethimwhile

heisinexile.Regardlessoftheinterpretation,thepoemisoneofthemostpopularlovepoemsin

literature.
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Thepoem“IfYouForgetMe”byPabloNerudaisayoungboy’sreflectionofthe

intensityofhisinnerlove.Intheinitialstagesofthepoem,hestatesthatnomatterwhathedoes

inlife,everythingtakeshimclosertohisgirl.Thepoetcompareshisbelovedtothepurityand

spiritualityofthemoon,andsaysthatwhenhelooksintothedivine,crystalwhitemoon,allhe

canthinkaboutisher.Inhismind,everythinghefeels,ortouches,eventheburntoutleavesin

thefireplaceordriedoutcrisplogs,makeshimfeelclosertoher.

Thepoemisanelaborativedescriptionofhowthemindandheartofthepoetfunctions

everydayinremembranceofhisbelovedone.Thepoetfindshersmellinthesweetaromaofthe

air,hereyesflickeringinthefireplace,andfindsherglowinthemetalpieces.Thepoet

illustratesthebelligerentscreamingofhisheartandhowitachesforhimtothinkifonly

everythingcouldturnintoaboatforhimtotraveloceanstobenearher.

Thesecondhalfofthepoemgivesusapicturesquedepictionofhowselflessandpurethe

loveofthepoetisforhisbeloved.Hementionsthatevenifshemightstoplovinghimsomeday,

hewon’tstoplongingforher.InsteadhewillpraytoGodtomakethedayhisbelovedstops

thinkingabouthimthewaysheusedto,hislastday.

Thepoetstatesthathisloveisundivided,andtheirlovecanbeeverlastingifshe

remembershimeverydayjustlikehedoes,ifshelongsforhimasbadlyashe.Thepoetwants

nothingelsethantogrowoldwithhisbeloved,andeventuallytodieinherarms,eventhoughhe

doesn’tknowifsheevenremembershim.
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UNIT–III

SHORTSTORIES

ANTONCHEKHOV–VANKA(1886)
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SUMMARYANDANALYSIS:

AntonPavlovichChekhovwasbornonJanuary29,1860,inTaganrog,Russia.Heis

recognizedasamasterofthemodernshortstoryandaleadingplaywrightofthelatenineteenth

andearlytwentiethcentury’s.Hisstoriesbecamefamousfortheirsurpriseendings.

HefoundhischaractersfromamongthemiddleclassandpoorpeopleofRussia.Chekhovdied

oftuberculosisin1904inGermany.Thisstoryisaboutanineyearoldorphanapprenticedtoa

shoemakerstealthilywritesalettertohisgrandfather,askingtobetakentolivewithhim,sothat

hecanescapehislifeofdeprivationandmistreatment.

ThestoryopensonChristmasEvewithVanka,apoororphanoftheageofnine,sitting

downtowritealettertohisgrandfather;thismanworksasanightwatchmanfortheZhivarev

familyestateandresidesinanunidentifiedvillageinRussia.Vankahasbeentransferredtonew

mastersinMoscowtolivewiththefamilyofAlyahintheshoemaker.Thislifestyleoppressesthe

littleorphan,whogrowsfrustratedwiththesituationandtriestocontacthisgrandfathertoask

forhelp.

Ashewritestheletter,Vankarecallshisjesting,livelygrandfatherandhislifeatthe

villagebeforehewasapprenticedtothisnewhome.Theyoungboyrecollectsthetwodogs,

KashtankaandEel,whofollowhisgrandfatheraroundtheestateandsometimespartakeofthe

grandfather'ssnuff.Ashewrites,Vankaalsorecordssomeoftheharshtreatmentthathehas

receivedatthehandsofAlyahin,Alyahin'swife,andtheolderapprentices.Alifestyleof

beatings,scolding’s,mockery,andunsatisfactoryfoodhasdrivenVankatocraveescape;he
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writesthat,ifheisrescuedfromAlyahin,hewillprotecthisgrandfatherandgladlyperformodd

jobs.

VankaalsodescribessomeofthegoodsavailableintheMoscowshops.Yethisthoughts

aredominatedbymemoriesofaChristmasattheZhivarevhousehold,whenVankahad

accompaniedhisgrandfatherintoanearbyforesttocutdownaChristmastree.OlgaIgnatyevna,

alivelyyoungwomanfromtheZhivarevfamily,haddecoratedthetree;sheisalsodearto

Vankabecauseshetaughthimtoread,write,count,anddance.However,afterhismother'sdeath,

VankawassentoutofOlga'scompanyandthentransferredtoAlyahin'spremises.Overcome

withemotion,Vankareturnstohisletter,writingoutapleaforhisgrandfathertotakehimaway.

Healso,however,sendshisregardstoafewpeoplefromhisformerlifeinthevillage.

Aftertheletterisfinished,thelittleboyputsdownthenameofhisgrandfather,

KonstantinMakaritch.Fortheaddress,hewritesdown"thevillage."(Heisnotawareofthefact

thatletters,inordertobesent,needtobestamped.)Ingoodhopes,Vankarushesintothestreet,

throwstheletterintothenearestpost-box,andthengoesbacktoAlyahin’stosleep,happily

dreamingabouthisgrandfathersittingbythestoveandreadingthelettertothecooks.

GABRIELGRACIAMARQUEZ–AVERYOLDMANWITHENORMOUSWINGS(1972)

SUMMARYANDANALYSIS:

GabrielGarciaMarquezwasbornin1927inthesmalltownofAracataca,situatedina

tropicalregionofnorthernColombia.Hegrewupwithhismaternalgrandparent.Hisgrandfather

wasapensionedcolonelfromthecivilwaratthebeginningofthecentury.HewenttoaJesuit
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collegeandbegantoreadlaw,buthisstudiesweresoonbrokenoffforhisworkasajournalist.

In1954hewassenttoRomeonanassignmentforhisnewspaper,andsincethenhehasmostly

livedabroadinParis,NewYork,BarcelonaandMexicoinamoreorlesscompulsoryexile.

Besideshislargeoutputoffictionhehaswrittenscreenplaysandhascontinuedtoworkasa

journalist.TheNobelPrizeinLiterature1982wasawardedtohimforhisnovelsandshort

stories,inwhichthefantasticandtherealisticarecombinedinarichlycomposedworldof

imagination,reflectingacontinent’slifeandconflicts.GabrielGarciaMarquezdiedon17April

2014.

“AVeryOldManwithEnormousWings”isashortstorybyColombianwriterand

authorGabrielGarciaMarquez.Itfallswithinthegenreofmagicrealism.Itwasfirstpublished

in1955inSpanishandtheninEnglishin1972.Thestoryinvolvesaveryoldmanwith

enormouswingswhoappearsinafamily’sbackyardonastormynightandthereactionsofthe

familyandvisitors.

Theshortstory,“AVeryOldManwithEnormousWings”tellsthestoryofPelayoand

hiswifeElisenda,whofindanoldmanwithwingsintheircourtyardafterkillingcrabsina

rainstorm.Pelayogetshiswife,andtheytrytocommunicatewithhimunsuccessfully.They

eventuallygettheirneighbourwoman,whoinformsthemthattheoldmanisanangel.Shetells

themthatitwasonitswayfortheirsickchild.

Theyputtheangelinthechickencoop,andduringthemiddleofthenighttheirchild's

feverbreaks.Theydecidetolethimgo,butwhentheyreturntothecourtyardatdawntheentire
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communityhasarrivedtoseetheangel.FatherGonzagasoonarrives,declaringthattheoldman

isafake.Hepromisestogettherealtruthfromthehighercourtsofthechurch.Thenewsofthe

angelspreadslikewildfire,andthecourtyardsoonresemblesamarketplace.Elisendathenhas

theideaofchargingafivecentadmissionfeeforseeingtheangel;theyaresoonrich.Rome

takesittimedecidingonwhethertheoldmanisanangel,andwhilewaitingfortheirverdict,

FatherGonzagaworksdesperatelytorestrainthecrowd.

Thecrowdleavesonitsown,however,whenacarnivalboastingaSpider-Girlarrivesin

town.Spectatorsareallowedtoquestionher,andshetellsthemhowshewasturnedintoa

tarantulaonenightfordisobeyingherparents.Thisappealstothemassesmorethananold

wingedmanwhoignoresthepeoplearoundhim.Thus,thecuriouscrowdssoonleavetheangel

forthespider,leavingPelayo'scourtyarddeserted.

PelayoandElisendabuildamansionwithallthemoneytheyhaveaccumulated.They

neglecttheangelandpreventtheirchildfromgettingtoclosetothechickencoop.Hesoon

becomesapartoftheirlife,andtheynolongerfearhim.Thechildvisitshimoften.Afterawhile

thechickencoopbreaks,andtheyallowhimtomovearoundtheirhouse,althoughitcauses

Elisendamuchdistress.Hegetsincreasinglyfrailandsickly,andtheyfearthathewilldie.He

recovers,however,andonedayElisendawatcheshimflyaway,tohergreatrelief.

IVANS.TURGENEV–THEDISTRICTDOCTOR(1855)

SUMMARYANDANALYSIS:

IvanTurgenevwasborninOryol,Russia,in1818.HewasRussiannovelist,shortstory
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writer,poet,playwright,translatorandpopularizerofRussianliteratureintheWest.Hismajor

worksincludetheshort-storycollection“ASportsman’sSketches”(1852)andthenovelsRudin

(1856),HomeoftheGentry(1859),0ntheEve(1860),andFathersandSons(1862).These

worksofferrealistic,affectionateportrayalsoftheRussianpeasantryandpenetratingstudiesof

theRussianintelligentsiawhowereattemptingtomovethecountryintoanewage.Turgenev

pouredintohiswritingsnotonlyadeepconcernforthefutureofhisnativelandbutalso

integrityofcraftthathasensuredhisplaceinRussianliterature.HediedinBougival,nearParis,

France,in1883.

“TheDistrictDoctor”isatragictaleofatangleddoctor-patientromance.Formanydays

adistrictdoctorstayswithabeautifultwentyyear-oldwomanpatientandtriestosaveherfrom

death.Hedevelopsfeelingsforthegirl.Herconditionslowlydeteriorates.Shesayshimthatshe

loveshimandwantstomarryhimbeforeshedies.Thedoctordoesn’tknowifherfeelingsare

true.Howeverheagrees.Finallyshedies.Thedoctorremembersthisforever.

Atravelerfallsillandistreatedbythelocalphysician,DoctorTrifonIvanich,who

unexpectedlysharesapersonalandpotentiallyembarrassingstorywiththestranger.Oncethe

doctorwasaskedtomakeahousecallbyawomanwhobelievedherdaughtermightbedying.

Onhisarrival,thephysicianfindsabeautiful20yearoldwomannamedAlexandrawhois

feverishandinitiallyunconscious.Althoughfullyawarehowillsheis,henonethelesspromises

everyonethatshewillsurvive.

Heisimmediatelyinfatuatedwiththewomanandspendsdaysandnightsatherhome
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caringforthissinglepatient.AsAlexandra'sconditionworsensandshebecomesconvincedher

deathisimminent,sheprofessesloveforthedoctorsatisfyingabasicneedtoexperiencelove

beforeshedies.Justbeforeherdeath,thedoctorliesabouttheirrelationshiptoAlexandra's

mother.Laterthedoctormarriesan"ill-temperedwoman"whosleepsallday.Didhemarryfor

love,convenience,money,orpenance?

Turgenev'sstoryhighlightstherequirementthatallpeoplehaveforlovenomatterhow

imperfectortragic.Histalealsoaddressesthreeotherintriguingissues--thedutiesandpersonal

livesofdoctors,lying,andthephysician-patientrelationship.DoctorIvanichcommentsearlyin

thestorythataphysician'sdutycomesbeforeeverythingelse.Hisprivatelifeseemsshallowand

overshadowedbyhisresponsibilitiesasaphysician.Heshareshisfeelingsofinadequacyand

helplessnessevenasmembersofthepatient'sfamilyaredemonstratingunwaveringconfidence

inhisability.

Thedoctor'slyingisdisturbinglyfrequent.Heliestohispatient,hermother,andpossibly

tohimself.Howaccurateorevenfactualisthedoctor'saccount?Whenisitappropriate

(beneficialoratleasthumane)tolietoapatientortheirfamily?Thisshortstoryexploresthe

subjectofromanticinvolvementbetweenphysiciansandpatientsandraisessomeinteresting

questionsabouttheconceptofdesire.Thedoctor'sconfessiontoastrangerrevealsthevexing

situationsthatphysicianssometimesfindthemselvesin.
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UNIT–IV

DRAMA

KALIDASA–SHAKUNTALA

(TranslatedbyArthurW.Ryderin1912):

SUMMARYANDANALYSIS:
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KalidasawasanIndianClassicalSanskritwriter,widelyregardedasthegreatestpoetand

dramatist.HisworksaremainlybasedontheVedas,theMahabharataandthePuranas.His

workscannotbedatedwithprecision,buttheyweremostlikelytobeauthoredwithinthefourth

tofifthcenturyCE.KalidasaflourishedduringthereignofChandraguptaII(ca.380-413).

ArthurWilliamRyderwasbornonMarch8,1877.HewasaprofessorofSanskritatthe

UniversityofCalifornia,Berkeley.HeisbestknownfortranslatinganumberofSanskritworks

intoEnglish.HediedonMarch21,1938.

InHinduism,ShakuntalaisthewifeofDushyantaandthemotherofEmperorBharata.

ShakuntalawasbornofVishvamitraandMenaka.HerstoryistoldintheMahabharataand

dramatizedbyKalidasa.TheplayShakuntalaisagreatlegendofthekingDushyanta.Itisthe

greatlegendofthekingDushyantaandShakuntala.Itisathrillinglovenarrativefromthe

Mahabharataepic.Theonlynegativeemotionsintroducedintheplayareworry,anxiety,sorrow

andheartburn,buttheseemotionsarejustmomentary.

Inthefirstbookofthevastepicpoem Mahabharata,Kalidasafoundthestoryof

Shakuntala.Thestoryhasanaturalplacethere,forBharata,Shakuntala'sson,istheeponymous

ancestoroftheprinceswhoplaytheleadingpartintheepic.

Dushyanta,akinginnorthernIndia,isracingalonginhischariot,preparingtoshoota

deer.Suddenly,aforest-dwellingasceticwarnshimnottoshoot,sincethedeerbelongstothe

nearbyhermitageofKanva,agreatsage.TheasceticinvitesKingDushyantatovisitthe

hermitage,whichisunderhisroyalprotection.HeexplainsthatKanvaisn’thome,butthesage’s
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daughter,Shakuntala,isreceivingguests.

WhentheKingentersthehermitage,henoticesShakuntalaandhertwofriends,Anusuya

andPriyamvada,wateringthesacredtrees.Hehidesintheshadowstoobservethem,instantly

drawntoShakuntala’sbeauty.WhenDushyantarevealshispresence,aflusteredShakuntalais

immediatelyattractedtohim,too.ThoughShakuntalaismodestandshy,theKingquestions

Shakuntala’sfriendsaboutherandoffersherhissignetring.

BeforetheKinghastoconcoctareasontolingernearthehermitage,he’saskedto

protecttheasceticsfromevilspiritsinKanva’sabsence.Hequicklydispelsthedemons,andthen

overhearsShakuntala,who’sdesperatelylovesick,confidingherfeelingsforhimtoherfriends.

WhenShakuntalarecitesalovepoemshe’scomposedforhim,heemergesfromhidingand

openlydeclareshisloveforher.Theirmutualdeclarationseffectivelyconstituteasecret

marriage.Beforelong,Shakuntalaispregnant.

AfterDushyantaisforcedtoreturntohiscapital,Shakuntalaissodistractedthatshe

unintentionallyoffendsDurvasas,ashort-temperedsage,whenhevisitsthehermitage.Durvasas

putsacurseonherthatwillcauseDushyantatoforgetShakuntala,butwhenPriyamvada

intercedes,hegrantsthatthesightofamemento—thesignetring—willliftthecurse.After

Kanvareturns,hecelebratesShakuntala’sgoodfortuneandsendshertojoinherhusband,

escortedbyseers.

Inthecapital,whenDushyantareceiveswordthatapartyfromKanva’shermitageison

itsway,heissurprisedanduneasy.ToShakuntala’sgrief,thebaffledanddefensiveKingdenies
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havinganyconnectionwithher.Whenshetriestoshowhimthesignetringasareminder,she

discoversit’smissingfromherfinger.DushyantarelentsandagreestohouseShakuntalauntil

shegivesbirth,butbeforehecandoso,Shakuntalaisspiritedawaytothecelestialrealmby

nymphs.

ApoorfishermandiscoverstheKing’ssignetringinthebellyofafishandisthreatened

withexecution,butheisletgowitharewardaftertheKing,seeingtheringandremembering

everything,corroborateshisstory.Soonthereafter,Sanumati,anymphandfriendof

Shakuntala’smother,spiesatthepalacetofindoutwhythespringfestivalhasbeencanceled.

ShelearnsthattheKing,overwhelmedbydepressionandremorseoverShakuntala,has

forbiddenthecelebration.DushyantacontinuestoobsessoverthesituationuntilMatali,thegod

Indra’scharioteer,appearsatthepalaceandtakeshimawayonanurgentmissiontofight

demons.

Sixyearshaspassed.KingDushyantahassuccessfullyvanquishedthedemonsandbeen

dulyhonoredbyIndra.WhenMataliandtheKingtourtheearthinaflyingchariot,theydescend

tovisitMarica’shermitage,acelestialrealmofthedemigods.HeretheKingisastonishedto

meetalittleboywhogreatlyresembleshim.Whenhepicksuptheboy’sprotective

amulet—abletobetouchedonlybytheboyandhisparents—heconfirmsthattheboy,

Sarvadamana,isindeedhischild,theprophesiedworldruler.ThenShakuntalaenters,and,

thoughittakesheramomenttorecognizetheKing,theyaresoontearfullyreunited.Thethreeof

themtalkwithMaricathesage,andheexplainsDurvasas’scurse,tellingthecouplenottoblame
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themselvesoroneanother.MaricaconfirmsSarvadamana’sdestinyandblessesthefamily,

sendingthemhometoliveinDushyanta’scourt.

UNIT–V

FICTION

HERMANNHESSE–SIDDHARTHA(1951)

SUMMARYANDANALYSIS:

HermannHessewasborninGermanyin1877.HethenbecameacitizenofSwitzerland.

Hewrotemanypoems,novels,stories,andessaysbearingavitalspiritualforcethathascaptured

theimaginationandloyaltyofmanygenerationsofreaders.In1946,hewontheNobelPrizefor

LiteratureforhisnovelTheGlassBeadGame.Hediedin1962.
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SiddharthawaswritteninGerman,inasimple,lyricalstyle.ItwaspublishedintheUSin

1951andbecameinfluentialduringthe1960s.Itisaspiritualandreligiousnovel.Itisaboutthe

achievementoftotalspiritualunderstandingbySiddhartha,awealthyIndianBrahminwhocasts

offalifeofprivilegeandcomforttoseekspiritualfulfillmentandwisdom.Onhisjourney,

Siddharthaencountersvariouspeople.Heexperienceslife’svitalpassages.Theyarelove,

work,friendship,andfatherhood.Hediscoversthattrueknowledgeisguidedfromwithin.

Siddhartha,thehandsomeandrespectedsonofaBrahmin,liveswithhisfatherinancientIndia.

EveryoneinthevillageexpectsSiddharthatobeasuccessfulBrahminlikehisfather.Siddhartha

enjoysanear-idyllicexistencewithhisbestfriend,Govinda,butheissecretlydissatisfied.He

performsalltheritualsofreligion,andhedoeswhatreligionsaysshouldbringhimhappiness

andpeace.Nonetheless,hefeelssomethingismissing.Hisfatherandtheothereldershavestill

notachievedenlightenment,andhefeelsthatstayingwiththemwillnotsettlethequestionshe

hasaboutthenatureofhisexistence.Siddharthabelieveshisfatherhasalreadypassedonallthe

wisdomtheircommunityhastooffer,buthelongsforsomethingmore.

Oneday,agroupofwanderingasceticscalledSamanaspassesthroughtown.Theyare

starvedandalmostnakedandhavecometobegforfood.Theybelieveenlightenmentcanbe

reachedthroughasceticism,arejectionofthebodyandphysicaldesire.ThepaththeSamanas

preachisquitedifferentfromtheoneSiddharthahasbeentaught,andhebelievesitmayprovide

someoftheanswersheislookingfor.Hedecidestofollowthisnewpath.Siddhartha’sfather

doesnotwanthimtojointheSamanas,buthecannotdissuadeSiddhartha.Govindaalsowants
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tofindapathtoenlightenment,andhejoinsSiddharthainthisnewlife.

SiddharthaadjustsquicklytothewaysoftheSamanasbecauseofthepatienceand

disciplinehelearnedintheBrahmintradition.Helearnshowtofreehimselffromthetraditional

trappingsoflife,andsoloseshisdesireforproperty,clothing,sexuality,andallsustenance

exceptthatrequiredtolive.HisgoalistofindenlightenmentbyeliminatinghisSelf,andhe

successfullyrenouncesthepleasuresoftheworld.

Sunburnedandhalf-starved,Siddharthasoonceasestoresembletheboyheusedtobe.

GovindaisquicktopraisetheSamanasandnotestheconsiderablemoralandspiritual

improvementstheybothhaveachievedsincejoining.Siddhartha,however,isstilldissatisfied.

Thepathofself-denialdoesnotprovideapermanentsolutionforhim.Hepointsoutthatthe

oldestSamanashavelivedthelifeformanyyearsbuthaveyettoattaintruespiritual

enlightenment.TheSamanashavebeenasunsuccessfulastheBrahminsSiddharthaandGovinda

leftbehind.Atthistime,SiddharthaandtheotherSamanasbegintohearaboutanewholyman

namedGotamatheBuddhawhohasattainedthetotalspiritualenlightenmentcalledNirvana.

GovindaconvincesSiddharthatheybothshouldleavetheSamanasandseekoutGotama.

SiddharthaandGovindainformtheleaderoftheSamanasoftheirdecisiontoleave.Theleader

isclearlydispleased,butSiddharthasilenceshimwithanalmostmagical,hypnotizinggaze.

SiddharthaandGovindafindGotama’scampoffollowersandaretakenin.Siddharthais

initiallypleasedwithGotama,andheandGovindaareinstructedintheEightfoldPath,thefour

mainpoints,andotheraspectsofBuddhism.However,whileGovindaisconvincedtojoin
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Gotamaandhisfollowers,Siddharthastillhasdoubts.Hehasnoticedacontradictionin

Gotama’steachings:Siddharthaquestionshowonecanembracetheunityofallthings,asthe

Buddhaasks,iftheyarealsobeingtoldtoovercomethephysicalworld.Siddhartharealizes

Buddhismwillnotgivehimtheanswersheneeds.Sadly,heleavesGovindabehindandbeginsa

searchforthemeaningoflife,theachievementofwhichhefeelswillnotbedependenton

religiousinstruction.

Siddharthadecidestoembarkonalifefreefrommeditationandthespiritualquestshe

hasbeenpursuing,andtolearnfromthepleasuresofthebodyandthematerialworld.Inhisnew

wanderings,Siddharthameetsafriendlyferryman,fullycontentwithhissimplelife.

Siddharthacrossestheferryman’sriverandcomestoacity.Here,abeautifulcourtesan

namedKamalaentranceshim.Heknowsshewouldbethebestonetoteachhimabouttheworld

oflove,butKamalawillnothavehimunlessheproveshecanfitintothematerialworld.She

convinceshim totakeupthepathofthemerchant.Withherhelp,Siddharthasoonfinds

employmentwithamerchantnamedKamaswamiandbeginstolearnthetrade.WhileSiddhartha

learnsthewisdomofthebusinessworldandbeginstomastertheskillsKamaswamiteacheshim,

Kamalabecomeshisloverandteacheshimwhatsheknowsaboutlove.

Yearspass,andSiddhartha’sbusinessacumenincreases.Soon,heisarichmanand

enjoysthebenefitsofanaffluentlife.Hegambles,drinks,anddances,andanythingthatcanbe

boughtinthematerialworldishisforthetaking.Siddharthaisdetachedfromthislife,however,

andhecanneverseeitasmorethanagame.Hedoesn’tcareifhewinsorlosesthisgame
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becauseitdoesn’ttouchhisspiritinanylastingway.Themoreheobtainsinthematerialworld,

thelessitsatisfieshim,andheissooncaughtinacycleofunhappinessthathetriestoescapeby

engaginginevenmoregambling,drinking,andsex.Whenheisathismostdisillusioned,he

dreamsthatKamala’sraresongbirdisdeadinitscage.Heunderstandsthatthematerialworldis

slowlykillinghim withoutprovidinghim withtheenlightenmentforwhichhehasbeen

searching.Onenight,heresolvestoleaveitallbehindanddepartswithoutnotifyingeither

KamalaorKamaswami.

Sickatheart,Siddharthawandersuntilhefindsariver.Heconsidersdrowninghimself,

butheinsteadfallsasleepontheriverbank.Whileheissleeping,Govinda,whoisnowa

Buddhistmonk,passesby.NotrecognizingSiddhartha,hewatchesoverthesleepingmanto

protecthimfromsnakes.SiddharthaimmediatelyrecognizesGovindawhenhewakesup,but

GovindanotesthatSiddharthahaschangedsignificantlyfromhisdayswiththeSamanasand

nowappearstobearichman.SiddhartharespondsthatheiscurrentlyneitheraSamananora

richman.Siddharthawishestobecomesomeonenew.Govindasoonleavestocontinueonhis

journey,andSiddharthasitsbytheriverandconsiderswherehislifehastakenhim.

Siddharthaseeksoutthesamecontentferrymanhemetyearsbefore.Theferryman,who

introduceshimselfasVasudeva,radiatesaninnerpeacethatSiddharthawishestoattain.

Vasudevasayshehimselfhasattainedthissenseofpeacethroughmanyyearsofstudyingthe

river.Siddharthaexpressesadesiretolikewiselearnfromtheriver,andVasudevaagreestolet

Siddharthaliveandworkbesidehim.Siddharthastudiestheriverandbeginstotakefromita
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spiritualenlightenmentunlikeanyhehaseverknown.Whilesittingbytheriver,hecontemplates

theunityofalllife,andintheriver’svoicehehearsthewordOm.

OnedayKamalathecourtesanapproachestheferryalongwithhersononapilgrimageto

visitGotama,whoissaidtobedying.Beforetheycancross,asnakebitesKamala.Siddhartha

andVasudevatendtoKamala,butthebitekillsher.Beforeshedies,shetellsSiddharthathathe

isthefatherofhereleven-year-oldson.Siddharthadoeshisbesttoconsoleandprovideforhis

son,buttheboyisspoiledandcynical.Siddhartha’ssondislikeslifewiththetwoferrymenand

wishestoreturntohisfamiliarcityandwealth.VasudevabelievesSiddhartha’ssonshouldbe

allowedtoleaveifhewantsto,butSiddharthaisnotreadytolethimgo.Onemorning,

SiddharthaawakenstofindhissonhasrunawayandstolenallofhisandVasudeva’smoney.

Siddharthachasesaftertheboy,butashereachesthecityherealizesthechaseisfutile.

VasudevafollowsSiddharthaandbringshimbacktotheirhomebytheriver,instructinghimto

sothepainoflosinghissonbylisteningtotheriver.

Siddharthastudiestheriverformanyyears,andVasudevateachesSiddharthahowto

learnthemanysecretstheriverhastotell.Incontemplatingtheriver,Siddharthahasarevelation:

Justasthewateroftheriverflowsintotheoceanandisreturnedbyrain,allformsoflifeare

interconnectedinacyclewithoutbeginningorend.Birthanddeathareallpartofatimeless

unity.Lifeanddeath,joyandsorrow,goodandevilareallpartsofthewholeandarenecessary

tounderstandthemeaningoflife.BythetimeSiddharthahaslearnedalltheriver’slessons,

Vasudevaannouncesthatheisthroughwithhislifeattheriver.Heretiresintotheforest,leaving
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Siddharthatobetheferryman.

ThenovelendswithGovindareturningtotherivertoseekenlightenmentbymeeting

withawisemanwholivesthere.WhenGovindaarrives,hedoesnotrecognizethatthewiseman

isSiddharthahimself.GovindaisstillafollowerofGotamabuthasyettoattainthekindof

enlightenmentthatSiddharthanowradiates,andheasksSiddharthatoteachhimwhatheknows.

SiddharthaexplainsthatneitherhenoranyonecanteachthewisdomtoGovinda,becauseverbal

explanationsarelimitedandcannevercommunicatetheentiretyofenlightenment.Instead,he

asksGovindatokisshimontheforehead,andwhenGovindadoes,thevisionofunitythat

SiddharthahasexperiencediscommunicatedinstantlytoGovinda.GovindaandSiddharthahave

bothfinallyachievedtheenlightenmenttheysetouttofindinthedaysoftheiryouth.


